











THE BLACK DWARF. 


ie 


Q gicongon ¢ 


EDITED, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY T. J. WOOLER, 5f, 


Communications (post paid) to be addressed to No, 4, 


aly Wublication. 


SUN STREET, PISHOPSGATE. 


Catherine Street, Strand, 


BIOPL PLP IL IPL IPP AP LIF SEPLOECO LOEB ELCOCOFUC DEL LEE LPBELBOLDBPLBLLLEBADELELELPELBEEOLEOBEELEBELLLELEELIELELOLLELELELEBALELELDEDPEEDLELELV ERP L LEBEL ELDEPELELEOD 
r 


I]. WEDNESDAY, 


No. 42, \ Vol. 

ore 
Satire’s my weapon: but Pm too discreet 
do run demuck cue Cit at all I mect, 


OCTOBER 21, 181s. 


COPEL LLL EEA OEE LR ALPE L LOL EL” LL4LLEF “PLEA BALELDUPCE ABE LEB EDIBLE PBAFE BL LPLE PPL ELEM EEPELELELBELLEELAELDEBLEPELMHALELELELLROBOPEALEALENC REALE BPELEALL ALLER 


Price ta 


I only wear tt in a land of hectors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors, Porr. 


CLT a ee aA EEE 





CRIMINAL ON A LARGE SCALE. 


me ee 


FORGERY NOT 


One forgery makes a fcloa— 
Millions a STATESMAN! 


fr would have been an amusing lesson to mankind, if Mr. 
Pirr and all his CoAnsUTORS in the ADMINISTRATION, of 
that day, had been indicted for FoRGERY, and EXECUTED at 
the Orv Bairey. If justice had held her scales equally 
powsed, this would have been the Case 5 for the forgery of the 
French assignais, was just as criminaéd as the forge rv of En- 
lish bank notes. Ina legal and moral point of view there 
isno difference in the offence, —except m7 favour of the poorer 
eimial, who might plead duager in mitigation of his of- 
fence—and his right to live in opposition to the severity of 
the lew, So accommodating, however, are the judg res and the 
law, and the gury, to cerlacn offenders, that “ ctrcumstances” 
quite ‘* alter the case :’’—and while the wretch in tatters is 
held up in ferrorem on the scaffold, to deter his poor breth- 
ren from encroaching upon the privileges of the great—the 
GREAT are indulged in ¢heir purswts, and flattered, and 
praised for what upon ther own principles, should have con- 
ducted them to the gallows. Mr. Pitt, and his.colleagues, 
afford an excellent proof, that FORGERY IS NOT A 
MORAL OFFENCE! And the Duke of York and his staff, 
form au illustration of the faet, that the UPPERANCE OF 
FORGED NOTES—fncwing them to be for ged—is not 
dlways punished with DiATH—nor the POSSESSION 
OF FORGED NOTDHS, with the 4nowledge that they were 
forged, always followed by TRANSPORTATION ! ot 
human being’s are constautly WANGED for forgery or utte 
ing bank notes; and TRANSPORTED for hacing forged 
notes in their possession, without the proof, that existed in 
the minister's case, and that of the Dake, that they really 
knew the notes to be forged. Put Dukes and mitiaters 
must not be dealt with like the commona/ty of the reali, oi 
the race of both would be speedily extinguished. * Vie 
Clistances that render ‘‘ adudlery” venial, and forgery 1 
(urious by weg fe, must uot be extend ‘ad to folks ef low 
CONK: greainess Must be preserved, i 
We lis Vices. 
the system by the for 
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Lary of bank motes, to aa siaimense amount, 1s by vO means 
Ougival, It isave ) hiuinhle Copy of the un ethod adopted by 
“is Prog aud his fricnds in o.hee, to destroy the ercdit of the 
Preach revolutionary government. Lhe assiznais, or notes 


the French vovernment were forged te an cnormous 
“mount in bngland, by the orders of the administration ; 


ever to the Duke of York’s aripy to be distribated at 


a 
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random, ‘Phe expence of this was defrayed by the British 
government, and the transaction was declared to he legal, by 
Lord Kenyon, and ajury declared that the parties executing 
instead of a rope were entitled ¢o be paid for 
their workmanship!!! The following report of a trial upon 
the subject, will illustrate “he difference rank can create be- 
tween the parues who amuse themselves with forgery. 


—NON. 1s, 1795. 
Sittings in Term, before Lord KENYON. 


Forged Assiqnats for the Duke of York's Army, 
and other i.xpeditions to the Continent. 


the foreertes, 


IN THE COURT OF KINGS BENCH: 


Strongitharm, v. Lukyn. 

From the state of the pleadings, the affirmative in this 
case being on the defendant, Mr. Erskine, who was leading 
counsel for Mr. Lukyn, opened the case.— 

This, he said, was an action brought by the Plaintiff, who 
was holder of a Bill of Exchange for £50 against the defen- 
dant as drawer. Nothing was clearer, than that the law 
would take care, that no man should come into a court of jus- 
tice to enforce a corrupt and legal contract. 

The case he had to lay before hi s Lordship and the gentle- 
men of the jury, was this ;—Mr. hekyn ap plies dd to plaint ff 
(no matter by whonr desired) to do that, which when it was 
done, in the opinion of the learued counsel, was one of the 
wichedest thipgs that conld be doe, and certainly Peery 
disgraceful to a nation that practised it: as it was cffectin: 
the ruin ef thousands of inuecest pe Although he 
plaintiff might not be subject to any indictment, for forging 
plates for French Assiguats: yet he apprehended his Lord- 


rsons. 


ship would be ef opinion, fF it turned out that the considera- 
tiog of the LIT ia question was, plates for printing off foreed 
Aer rhats, Coat the plaintily could net recover ; if’ ny Lord- 
ship eatertained any deubt upon the potut, he would reserve 
the considerathon of it Gll another OPpor Uni \ Indepen- 
dantiy of the pring iple of the action, it might! be extremely 
duugerous to ehecuraze such applications, In as much as 
ij ym whet i . to ethei JOFYUTIEs, of that sort thit miterhit 
prove fatal to ourselves. 

A quan possessing the dexterity: of the art, might be 
temjied to destroy the public ercdit of our own country, by 
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Parle WW persons, 


our own bank hotest very it Was con- 
fessel, hi such a decree rity: 
person had appeared ecbeoane ma in the art of engraving, 
io be able to aceomplish it. The foundation of this action 
wis forgery, fraud, and falsehood. 

vir. Caslon, letter-founder, was here called on the part of 
the defendant. 


i arrived ait of dexte Only one 
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Mr. Mingay, the leading counsel for the plaintiff, objected | punishment which may vary with circumstances, and Which 
to his being examined, He contended Mr. Caslon was not a | ought to do so; but where the puni-hment of DEATH jg jn. 


competent witness, in as much as he was an indorser of this | 


dill, and therefore came to invalidate his own security. 

Mr. Erskine submitted to the court, that Mr. Caslon came 
t> speak against his interest, for if the plaintiff obtained a 
verdict in consequence of Mr. Caslon's evidence, he would 
be obliged to pay one half of the bill, because he and the de- 
fendant were partoers in this business. On the other haad, 
if the plaintiff was defeated in this action, he might commence 
nnvther against Mr. Cason, as indorser of the bill in question. 
Mr. Caslon was here examined, who said, that the considera- 
tion of the bill in question, was plates made by the plaintiff, 
in consequence of directions from him (the witness) and which 
directions he had received from Lukyn. Tle said, he was em- 
ployed as the middle person Letween the plaintiff and defen- 
dant: Lukyn gave him acopy of a French assignat, which 
was produced in court, and that assignat, he said, he delivered 
to the plaintif¥, to direct him in making his plates. The 
plaintiff at first refased to do it: but Lukya said, they were 
for the expedition, and for the Duke of York’s army, and that 
it was with the knowledge and approbation of the Secretary 
of State: that the plaintiff was perfectly safe in doing it, and 
that if he still entertained doubts, he might call on the 
S:cretaries of State; this he said zeas confirmed by Colonel 
Smith, AGENT TO THE Duke oF York's Army!!! The 
witness believed the plates were very well done. Lukyn had 
iinmense numbers of these forged assignats printed off, and 
went abroad with them. On cross examinatien, he said the 
plaintiff certainly refused to make these plates, till he was 
told the government of this country thought it was a good 
wneasure. 

Lord Kenyon said, if the plaintiff had forged these plates 
for the purpose of fraud, he was of opinion that it ought not 
to have been made the foundation of an action. But Mr. 
Caslon swore the contrary. If the Piaintiff, in obedience 
to the higher powers had made these plates for the Duke of 
York's army, that circumstance altered the case. 

There were certain laws, not to be transgressed by one na- 
tion, even at war with avother ; as abstaining from poisoned 
aris, quarters in war, &c. But his lornship said, he did 
not know that this was contrary to the laws of nations. 

The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff. 

Lord Erskine, in this case contended upon the principle 
laid down by the daw which HANGS poor people for FOR- 
GERY, that it was a gross moral offence—that it wasa 
wicked fraud —a crime that called for absolute punishment, 
from its own nature, and the mischiefs it was calculated to 
bring upon society. But “ the Bank” not being in the 
case—the ‘ Bank System” not being implicated—no fears 
of “ the tares” not being paid—in short, no alarm for the 
English Notes being entertained, FORGERY became al- 
tered by “ circumstances” from A CRIMK MERITING DEATH, 
to a practice JUTIFIABLE IN ITSELF-—and Aigh/y proper to 
be done! by a minister of slate! and a eommander in chicf 
of the army!!! Se much for the prtnctples upon which 
the law of forgery is founded. So much for the consistency 
of its operations, and the justice of its application. Upon the 


same grounds the duke and the minister might have mur- 
dered or robbed a Frenchman—and been acquitted, In 
minor offences there may exist difference in the degrees of 








flicted; the reason ought to be so conclusive, and self-evident, 
as to admit of no contrariety in the sentence of the law—no 
deference to high or low, to rank or fashion. The life of one 
manis as dear to himself, and ought to be as much respected 
by society, as the life of another. The cobler and the prince 
are not indeed equally valuable—for the first is the most 
indispensable ; but the lives of both should be equally under 
the protection of the law. 

Do nct misunderstand us, to contend that the duke and the 
minisier ought to have been hanged. We wish for nothing 
so absurd. A good flogging might have contented us for 
the minister—and the duke we could have pardoned, had he 
sworn upon ** fis honor as a prince,” he would not have 
sinned again, Our object is to prove that others should not 
be execuled for forgery, ov transported for having forged 
notes in their possesston, since the minister descended to the 
grave without the assistance of the hangman ; and the noble 
duke is still cownaander ia chief of the forces at home, in- 
stead of presiding at Botany Bay, under the operation of the 
law of forgery. Ht is impossible for any reason to distinguish 
between the cases Yo substitute French assignats, for 
Bank notes, was not to vary the crime in the slightest degree. 
Forgery is still forgery ;—the intent to defrand—the ob- 
taining of value for worthless memorandums-—the violation 
of confidence—all exist in forgery, as forgery, no matter of 
what document. It might as well be contended that to mur. 
dir a Frenchman was not to merit death, as much as to mur- 
der an Englishman—as that to forge a French Bank note, 
or assignat, was not equally criminal with the forgery of an 
English Bank note. This it is again allowed, does not prove 
that the administration ought all to have been hanged—but 
it is morally demonstrative that no ene else ought to suffer 
death for the offence. 








BANKIANA!!! 





A tradesman sent some notes to the Bank to be exchanged 
for new ones. On examination two were said to be forged, 
The name of the person who sent them was indorsed, with 
the initials of the Bank clerk ; the two notes were then re- 
turned, not stamped as forgeries. The notes were sent back 
immediately to be stamped: but, if instead of sending them 
back, to be stamped, the tradesman had passed them to the 
person of whom he received them, with only the verbal mes- 
sage he received from the Bank, might not the Bank Soi- 
eitor have indicted him “ for uttering forged notes?” The 
‘« respectability” of the Bank is bardly a suthicient substitute 
for the negligence. 

We have received the following statement :— 

About 15 years ago Mr. Kelly, of 42 King Street, Cheap- 
side, went to the Bank to change a £100 note—he received 
small notes, and one for £20. The former he paid away 5 
and calling at the Bank the same week to change the 20/. it 
was declared to be a forgery ; this note he swore had never 
been out of his pocket-book since he received it: so after 
many hums and ha’s they politely gave him the change. 

A respectable tradesman of Birmingham, having bought 
at an auction in one of the principal streets of London, some 
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articles amounting to 39s. paid for thea: with two one pound 
sotes. Returning an hour afterwards, the master accused 
him of having given a forged note. He replied that he was 
yot aware of it; and to be certain it was his not? requested 
permission to look atit. This was not allowed—he Was 
wiven in charge to a constable—auc though he gave his ad- 
dress —-neither Mr. Shopkeeper, nor Mr. Constable would 
suffer him to send any person to the inn where he resided— 
but dragged him through the streets to the Rank—where the 
constable seemed well known. On the road they passed the 
door of the tavern, but when the tradesman insisted on going 
in to obtain the attendance of some friend, the constable col- 
dared him, and prevented him from entering. A few paces 

further, he met the waiter of the inn, who followed them to 
the Bank. He was then ordered into a private room, and (eff 
there, while the shopkeeper rand constable went into another 

apartment, in which time they might have changed the note, 
for the tradesman had uot been pe ermitted to look atit. The 
inspector came, demanded his name; asked tf he had any 
more nofis—which being the case, he was ordered to produce 
them, but they fortunately proved, in the opinion of the in- 
specfor, all vood. He was then asked if he knew where he 
had taken the bad note; and the constable with a Bank 
clerk, was sent fo ascertain the truth of his statement ; and the 
pair of worthies were very much disappointed to find it was 
correct. Disa; ppointed of their expected booty, no further 

enquiry was made, though the clue was open for pursuit. 
Sueh is the accomodation the public receive from the 
paper system. 





LEITERS OF THE BLACK DWARPE. 





From the Black Dwarf in England, to the Yellow 
Bonze ai Japan. 
SOME ACCOUNT OF THAT “VENERAELE BLOCK!” 
THE BRITISH PUBLIC, 

I HAVE frequently informed thee, my yellow friend, of the 
wihea desigus of the grcat among these peopie, and the in- 
sults whic h the little are compelled tu bear. ‘the meghty 
have, however, hitherto kept up some little appearance of 
respect for the others >, Whom they plundered and oppressed. 
They are now throwing off the mask —the people are no 
louger the valiant, the doyal, the wise, aud the magnanimous 
EnGuisul!! ft is not worth the while of the hireungs of 
the adininistration to disguise their real opinuions—and the 
QUARTERLY Revinw has st last spoken oet—inl told us 
what its employers, and itself, think of the slaves who sup- 
port the n. 
calls the British public, “ a veneraBLe Brock!!!" ‘That 
“VENERABLE BLOCK,” the * Br ITISH PuBLic.” ‘Thou 
Seest, that he will be quite distinct in the expression of his 
meaning. He not only thinks the British Public “ A Brock 3” 
but itis a “VENERABLE” bloek—meaning it to be, what 
hideed the masters of this reviewer have wa le it, a compound 
of roltenness and age. Ht is not only “ A BLoek,” the re- 
Viewer observes very sagaciously ; if is not cvew A SOUND 
BLockK—it is a “ VENERABL& BLOcK,” mouldering away 


before the dilapidations of time, and the courtly insects that 








In the last imiaber, the CountLy REvigwer | 





«¢ wedge themselves,” in the language ofthe reviewer, “ into 
** the decayed crevices of this ‘ VENERABLE BLOCK.” 

If this be not polite, it is at least honest. 
the courtiers, my friend, is, that the British Public may be 
aptly compared to a ‘* venerable block;” and to complete 
the simile, thou shouldest picture to thyself, this ‘© venerable 
‘* block” lying on the sea-shore, exposed to the “ pelting of 
“* the pitiless storm,” covered with sea-weed, feeding on its 
remaining soundness ; and swarming with an infinite number 
of insects, all imbibing from it what ts left of moisture, or 
subsistence for them. ‘There hes the “ venerable block,” 
apparently covered with wholesome verdure; but in reality 
enveloped with the agents of immediate destruction. ‘There 
lies the “wenerahle block!” . 
respect for the gallant tree of which it once formed a part, 
take the trouble ¢o brush away the destroycrs—to cleanse it 
from the loathsome weeds—to: prune away the rottenness 
and fi'th, that form its ** venerable appearance,” and polish 
up what is yet firm of the HEART OF OAK, into BRILLIANCE 
and uTiLITy ¢ 

This would spoil the “ veNERABLE” appearance of the 
“ Brock !” The antiquary would not have to contemplate 
the memento of approaching dissolution—the courtly wood- 


louse would lose its cell ~and the ministerial spider, his con- 


venient hold for catching honest flies '—The “ venerable 
block” would no more be an object of wouder or curiosity— 
and the reviewer would lose his employment, in commending 
the picturesque beauty, and fading erandeut of his most 
profitable, as well as“ VBNERABLE BLOock !” 

This figurative expression of the “ VENERABLE BLOocK,” 
will need a little further explanatioa. A block, thon know- 
est, is a piece of wood, composed of many fibres—all essen- 
tial tothe composition of the blochkh—all of the same materiad. 
So that the British Public, in the opinion of this reviewer, 
who has been long hired to deceive, and is now paid te insult 
them, may be tairly construed to be this:—The supporters 
ot the system are a parcel of woodcn-headed fellows, who 
form so many fibrous parts of the ** venerable block,” which 
they collectively compose. ‘Phey are more or less solid, or, 
in the common phrase, they are more or less thick-headed, 
as they approach, or recede from the centre of the block.” 
And tiey are more or less & venerable,” as they wre mere or 
less decayed, The interior of the * b/ock,” is composed of 
the wealthy. fibr.s, who sit close and suug inthe very core of 
the trunk. These are very solid—not a ray of light, or rea 
som, can penetrate the thickness of their skulls. The "y ‘hae 
themselves ka the lope of pertect fsecurity. ‘They liardly 
conceive themselves a part of the “ bluck’—th ey aie totally 
blind to the place where the “ Sleck is throwu—or 2 NONE 
what destructive insects it has fallen. Neither blecks, ner 
i Siores of blicks, however venerabl, are to be suspected 

Knowledge. Logical deductions om: iy be therefore set 
do wn as out of the com prehension of these solid wooden- 
headed portions of the political block; or else, they would 
perceive, since the bark is entirely eaten away—and the 
worms are boring 1 In every direction vo the centre, that they 
would only share the blessing that the Cyclops offered to 
Ulysses, that of being the we g mouthful of the b: anquet. 

The “ venerable” part of this “d/o ich,’ means the raggeck 
and hungry portions of the “ British Public,” that wander 
about in search of food and employment —of the tattered 
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aitizan—the broken merehant—the ruined weansufoctuprer— 


the cep ting who canumot raise Gam nis tillage the 
mands of the tvthe aud the fay-cuthe ier h page aes ee 
without custom—ond the laboure; with outhrerd ! These 


api Mo ch, 


5° 9 


firm the “ veneraile ta‘ters’ that adern thet vene: 
the British Public!’ Other of its © vencrab! 
appearance are furnished in the jails, bridowells, ond zork- 
houses; the penifentitvies—the scaffolds, the gallows, ihe 
hulks, and the houses of correction, where foclish rogues, 
end ounshilfial Kkuaves, are big hed for not deste ena 
larger scale, avd imiteting their superiors in ev P olun- 
ver. The “ venerable? apy sities of the © Bloch,” are 
further inebeseel | by the torn frasments of the lazes, Vinat are 
scattered on its surfice—by the grote sque habiliments of the 
monerous vermin Vaat crawl ameng the weeds that defsee 
Itt—end the poisonous creepers that the vitols of the 
trink, around which thev cling, ina seeming 
brace, Still further is this “Block vencrabdle ! 
are torn from the earth—and its brauches rent by the rade- 
ness of the blast. The owl serenms from the dee vel 
recesses—every thing loathsome 71 nature eethors round the 
ruin by instinet: and to complete the venerable” 

ter of the ‘* dlock,” the grave ef reason has bee ‘noduge near 
it; the priest and statesmen stand realy for the faneres! 
rites, while the Quarterly reviewer, waits with the tomb- 
stone ready inscribed, to close the scene upon ali hopes of a 
recovery from the mania of adiiving such ** venerable” 
nonsense, 
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It is to be hoped, that the revdezer, in some future lucu- 
bration, will favour us with the character of the * wedges” 
which have forced themselves, or have been forced by others 
into the “ vererable block.” There are numbers of them 
worth notice—and some of them may be extracted, hefore-the 
block is final! Vv de stroved, Jt w ould perhaps he Imipass! ble 
to describe all the species of vermin that fiad the “:Blork? a 


convenient repository for their residence :—but some tew of 


them may be worth preservation, if any naturalist would 
undertake the task ef class ing them according to their ae 
rits. Several! new varieties of butterflies, caterpillars, and 
locusts, are said to have taken up their abode in the * ye 
nerable block.’ Owls, Bats, and hummine. birds in = 
have been seen perce hed on the branches.—The great sloth 
lies at the root; the Lisbon snake ocersior: lly glitters near 
it; and the Trish tvger has often secreted h iuself among the 
lofty weeds that surround it, . 


J shall endeavonr to learn more of this reviewer.  T think 
his candonr deserves applause—aud his bonesty conmands 
respect, Ile is not one of those who will worship ine Loe, 
He knows what a block is; and he dares bestow on it its 
proper appellation. The ‘* dock,” the “ venerable block,” 
must not be forgotten, The British public must remember 
that it is only a *¢ venerable block,” —if it be eolled valiant, 
wise, Or magnanimous, it 15 still Oly Aa Wise, Valiant, and 
magnanimons ** BLocKk.” It may be as ite asa ** block” 
can . be !—as disinterested as a * Zlock” can be !as just, as 
every thing, as a 6° dduck,” a “ venerable Lluck,” can be WH 
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i end ayould have subteeted to shame, tf it had not been 
quahty long deadened in sneh men as Nadinand his friends, 
The « case api years fo bo thus:—A nublie mecting wis adver- 
tiwe | to be held ; Stocknort, It was regu larly cany ened, 
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| Sf an prison, he wave way to seme Acide fasounce, end 
named certam charac TS, suerroas Ceflereagh, Cenning, 
fand Sidmouth, as deserving the serercst prrristazrts F 
Now, what ts tere mn this i homers the nane of © sedi. 
fion P”’— Let it be remembered, tiet o4¢ aren ve doen 
ciiltv of this setition! (¢ pie Lord!) against Costlereveh, 
Cannins, ard Sidmouth, bave been FALSELY ACCS: Pp 
bv then of TREASON —a ebay at eofberr LIVES! -- 
threat they have been TMIPRESONED, and CREATED AS 
shige ONS pol TRALLORS for neurvy EY ELVE SOON THS, 
Wy these rirdaovs opuisters, Who dere red Bring thiem before 
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ministers as deserving of punishment 

expected to mecsare Ssextences, ond comolhinent their cow- 

ardiy vecusers, their dasterdly formentors @ Shall nivety 

of expr sion he expected from men who have found 
france / tro mm men who were 
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But, atter all, itis only a ‘6 BLuock,” in the opinion of the | Justice of the country, found the solemn lord, te stately 
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huffoon, and the ereat Castlereagh, 
indemnity ! from the proots of 2elr guilt, whic h these per- 
secute ‘dondivitdeals were re wi fo aavance ¢ ei alk of respe ct 
fo snehoruea, aad be their wefies, doo lll he eround 
of obedience tothe law, is the prefecdion that tt affords, and 
‘these men having fousd the baw prostituted to shteld then 
persecutors, eenmot pe expected tn ryt y Ite: iS eidiine oly 
dience. Thev have felt that it cen Pepiere, and thew feel tha 

it cao remtecesy, Andi OVVing vent to ther foelines, igh 
are gulliv of SEPTELON acamt Sidmouth, Ca-tiereach 
and Canning !Ub Fer the diverclien of men so Puarcd, it 
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their oppressors—they must abhor 
them from responsibility; and if they speak, they must give 
vent to the indignation which they feel. If they have been 
brought ap in the school ef old Eaetish politics, they must 
wish Vor the hour that will pleee their persecutors at the bar; 
and it will not be a matter of surprise, to those that are 
acquainted with tire human heart, if they endeavour to hasten 
its arrival, ¢* Oporession makes aowise man mad;” and 

whea insult is added to oppression, prudence may be very 
iaiaes sty lost in the purseit of justice. 

The meeting disoe reed qivetiv ; - and it was not until some 
dovs afier that © d@rve br//s” were tound egainst them for se- 
dition, Those who are aware of the nature of some grand 
jurics inthe country, will aot be ine lege atthe “true bells” 
being fonnd against men obnoxious to the parsons, cavalry 
mien. and instices met with near Manchester. ‘Phe infamous 
falselioods te which the whole herd lcat themselves last vear, 
is foo recent in the memory. ‘Phose who could commit for 
hich treason, would net stop ata charge of sedition, The 
secused did not, however, run from the accusation, as their 
late persecntiors did, trom their fulse charges, “ Bageuley 
‘ond Dramimnoud left the town of Stoe kport for a few days: 
Johnston hept his heme, until he was arrested, and con- 
©“ veved to Chester Castie. The friends of the other two 
“were anxious that they should) be secreted until the 
sessions; but th vy refused, and goiug into Manchester 
“in the middle of the day, thev were soon recognized 
and apprehended.” When broug ht up to plead, they were 
told their cuses wore bailable; and these men without pro- 
verty, and known to be without friends of property, were 
ordered to vive in bail of £500. each for themselves, and 
Iwo sureties of £290. each. ‘The trials will excite moeh ine 
terest; 18 indeed, their persecaters will dare to. try them, | 
Th it jury Pais be nride of inore than ar trnarids touch Bie 
lerials, which will wot make considerable allowanees for the 


sensei se 


language and conduct of men tisulted, injured, and outraged 
és they have been, by false accusers, slanderers, spies, and 
cowardly evaders of the law. ‘Che committee which con- 
| vened the prior meeting, on the errest oF TP Faee SRORCH 
| sent the following notice to the magtstiates of the neigis 
bourhood :— 
“GENTUrwEN—Che Committee tor the arrangement of 
‘a late public meeting, convened— for the purpose of 
| “adopting Resolutions relative toa Parliamentary Reform,’ 
‘ant heldon Sands Brow yy on “Puesday, Sept. 15 and ee Be 
Ran atl ac wie cone tel requisition for calling that | 
“Meeting, seeing that the worst of constructions is put on 


‘that day’s proceedings: whilst the fair aud just account is | 








sheltered by a bill of 
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‘most studiausty concealed from the public eye, feel therm. 
selves most inperously called upon, (in the absence of 
*¢ Messrs, Brgcoley, Drammond, and Johaston, who are now 
“ lanoushing im confinement, on charges supposed to be 
|< founded on what transpired at the above Meeting; and 
lan obedionce ty the duty they owe their country, their 
7  ferlow townsmen, and themseives) to request, most respert- 
“tilly, that vou voll be plessed to calla PUPELEC MERT- 
INGE (solicitines the same Publre to atlend, asx far as 
convenient) tobe held on SANDY BROW, on Mondar 
the Ysth bestant, for toe PuUrypore s f affording WS “vine the 
. Pabbe, an Gpoortanity of correeting® misrepresentutoaus, 
| dnparious to ourselves and the cause of Referm—taking 
' “onto consnleration other measures relative to a constitu 
tei tonal Reform of the People’s House: and consulttng on 
| the best mode of procuring Bail, and raising a ctping a 
| * tion for defraying the necessary expences aitendant on thy 
| ““trinls of the above, and other prosecuted aud ipturcad me 
| ** dividuals.” 
| "Pie magistrates do not hke public meetings; thev prefer 
| little SMUG debates a vonest themse ‘Ives, where vo TA rence 
of opmion could destroy the Aarmony that cught to prevail 
| in loyal assemblies, Thev therefore left the meeting to be 
| agar convened by the Public : not, perhaps, in the hope 
i that they might please their masters further, by suffering 
| public indignation to be led to further acts of “sedrtion!” to 
| fill mew green bugs andl the ensuing sessions of Parliament. 


re ee ee ere ee sential atac es SE 


FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. 





| 
| “It is like the air we breathe; if we have it not we die.” 
| NeW BirMiInGuaM Paper :— The degradation and cor- 
ruption of the press may be numbered among the principle 
| causes of the ignorance and servility which have so long pre- 
'vatled. ‘Phe weak and ignorant are accustomed to look Up, 
| as they term it, to their ** detfers” for such information as it 
| may please them to bestow. Afraid of forming anv opinions 
| for themselves, the timid bee them, of those who dive by 
| keeping them ignorant, and leaving then destitute, 
| When tyranny was defeated in its open attacks upon the 
| Eberty of the pe eple, it devined a more covert, and more suc- 
cessful means of warfare. It flattered the prejudices, 
and fostered the credaity ofthe people. It commended 
their valour, that they micht nol exert their strength : —it 
complimentes l their ae isdom, that the vy might learn no more. 
They were procianmed tobe the “ envy and admiration of 
the worl/,” while they were the ridie ule and prey of despot- 
ismoat hone, Phe ‘ Pitt System,” or rather the system 
Whieh Pit brought to perfection, was founded upon these 
two maxihs—S LO BUY ALL THE TA LENT, AND TO 
CORRUPT ALL THE VIRTCE OF THE couNTRy !” 
This has been theotyect ofour borough masters ever since they 
succee fed the crown,in its iniquitous attacks upon the freedom 
of the people. Phe crown tell before the nation, iu more than 
one rustance. One mouarch adorned the scattold—another 
fled from the bands of justice—but the borough-monvers have 
ge ak The lon was punished for bis presumption ; 
but ihe wolves have preyed with impunity upon the vitals of 
the people. “ Beware of the king,” cried the borough-mow 
gers to the people:—“ he has designs upon your liberty— 
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“ fecepa sharp. eye upon his proceedings ” “ Beware of the 
<< people,” said the borough-mongers to the King,—* they 
«‘ are a parcel, of discontented, seditious scoundre Is ; ; and will 
“« conduct you to the block, us they did one of your ancestors. 
“if you do not put yourself into our good keeping.” Both 
kings and. people have been fools enonge to follow the advice 
of these interested kuaves; and the consequence is, that they 
have become the absolute masters of both—plundering the 
one, and imprisoning the other, amid a host of bayonets, to 
guard him from the mischiefs resulting from their treacherous 
and traitorous behaviour. They have bought the press, 
bribed the pulpit, seduced the bar, and forced the senate 
into their interest. Hf their folly and avarice had not kept 
pace with the villainy of their proceedings, they. might have 
fettered the country for ever in their ‘ parchment bonds,” 
and made the ideot Englishman dance in his chains, to his fa- 
vwourite tune of never being a slave! But the wealth of the 
present generation was not sufficient for the rapacity of these 
voracious tyrants —they have anticipated the resources of the 
future ; and robbed millions yet unborn, of the reinuneration 
of their toil, and the reward of their industry and talent. 
Still a great portion of the community remains euveloped in 
the spell with which fraud had enveloped the nation. The 
Press, and particularly the CouNtTRY PREss, still lies and 
preaches in favour of the ost destructive system that human 
malignity ever invented, to depopulate the earth. Some 
honourable exceptions may be found, to vindicate the remuain- 
ing probity of the British c ‘haracter. Still the greater number 
ate the paid hirelings of the system—they are the straws 
which have survive ed, (by their qworthlessness) the storm 
which has torn, up the oak, and scattered desolation through 
the world. Even in places which have suffered the most 
severely, these papers still tale of prosperity, vud mock the 
wretched victims of fraud, ly the taunts of folly. To coun- 
_teract these baneful engines we would recommend neither 
racks, nor tortures. Nor would we copy the humane conduct 
of a Sidmouth in England, or a Castlereagh in Ireland. We 
would neither /ash into reason, nor chastise inte submission— 
we hate dungeons, and all the implements of the Inquisition, 
whether Spanish or British, We detest all appeals that are 
made through the pains of the body to the control of the 
mind. Let THE PRESS meet THE PRESS—2nd the truth 
wiust triumph. 

At Birmingham, we are happy to announce this will, at 
lust be dene. That important place, so decidedly opposed 
to the abuses of the day, will be no longer represe ‘nted by a 
junto or even acquiescing in the corruptions of the day. The 
spirit that pervades the town has shewn itse!f by the announce- 
ment of aA NEWSPAPER, 
POPULAR RIGHTS and PUBLIC LIBERTY. The present state 
of the press in Birmingham will be best gathered from 
the statement of its condition, as given in the prospectus of 
the new publication :— 

‘©The town of Binmincuam with its Vicinity contains 
a mass of population, equal perhaps,.to any portion of the 
same extent in the Uuited Kingdom, (London excepted.) 
That such av important District should be without one Inde- 
pendent and Effective Patriotic vehicle of political and local 
intalligence must, if admitted, be a subject both of regret and 
public disadvantage ;—that it isa fact, a few words will 
suftice to establish, 
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“ The Editor of Aris’s Gazet'e refused to advertise the 
Town’s Meeting of January 22d, 1817, and the Resolutions 
of that Meeting without the dictatorial authority of garbling 
them to suit his own caprice : he also refused to advertise the 
Meeting of February last. —These Meetings were strictly 
legal aud constitutional, and conducted with a moderation 
and decorum which challenges enquiry. The Resolutions 
unpatronized by wealth or aristocratic iufluence were ; signed 
by two-thirds of the adult male population of the town yet 
did this publie character add to his refusal, the most illiberal 
and contemptuous silence, thus attempting to sink the public 
voice into insignificance and disdain! The offered adver- 


tisements respecting the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus 


Act (the universal cause of Englishmen!) shared the same 
fate. The Meeting of the Pit Club. has been by him re- 
peatedly announced, with all the pomposity of high sound. 


ing names; while another proposed to be held at “Vauxhall, 


not altogether unattended by rank and respectability, and 
Open tO every person wild chose to purchase a ticket of 
admission, was rejected hy this important man of straw, 
This is his choice,—andd here we leave him s—The public 
tribunal will decide which of the two candidates is best en- 
titled to support. 

“Of the Commercial Herald, little need be said, as its cir- 
culation is limited within very narrow bounds. Ht is a 
labelled poison, ard therefore does little mischief. The 
public ought not, however, to forget the defence of 
‘¢ Placemen, Pensioners, and Sinecurists,” which stimulated 


afew of our starving aud enraged population into acts of 


violence; nor ought they to forget the ridiculous falsehood, 
which i npudently ascribed those outrages to the Reformers. 
They should likewise remember, that the Herald vindicated 
the Susper sion act, ihe Iudemnity act, and the Seditious 
Meeting act; that it has always beea the supporter of that 
system of misgovernmest and misrepresentation, of war, tax- 
ation, and oppression, which threatens to reduce us toa 
nation of slave 's, or to coad the people into Revolution. 

“ Of the Thursday’s: Paper it would be inviduous to speak 
with disrespect; it has at least, the passive merit of impar- 
tiality as far as we have had occasion to observe; we fear, 
that its circulation is more limited than its cha- 


* The proprietors of the * ARGUS’ ** are aware that pro- 
Sesstons have long ceased to interest—that practice alone 
cau give auy claim to the support of the people. They have 
therefore only sketched out the line which they ought to 
pursue—and the public will determine how far they are com- 
petent to discharge their duty. The “ ARGUS” ts pledged 
to the ** CAUSE OF REFORM—to the principles of Uni- 
“versal Suffrage to equality of rivhts—to the doctrines 
“ that every class of the communiiy should bear its propor- 
“ tion of cakamity ; aad that fo riot in dissipation and dua 
“ ury, while the bulk of the people are pining in want, is an 
"insult to common sense, and the common feclings of hu- 
“manity.” Our best wishes go with all endeavours to en 
“lighten ihe public mind. as “the bese means of relieving 
public misery. When the people know themsetves, an 





* The first publication of the Birmiogham Argus was fixed. fe: 
Saturday last. 
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others, when they see things as they are—and know- 
hein as they ought te be—THE EMPIRE OF FRAUD WILL RE 
alt AN END—and FORCE WOULD TRY IN VAIN TO RESTORE IT, 


CONCERT EXTRAORDINARY AT ATX-LA-CHA- 
PELLE. 


~~ we 


From the Green Goblin at Aix-la-Chapelle, to the 
Black Dwarf in London. 


My Sanur Frrenp, 

I hasten to send to thee an outline of the grand concert, 
held at Aix-la-Chapelle; in which will be comprised the 
most notorious leading performers ot the presentage. There 
are some peculiarities attaching to this assemblage, which I 
fear LT shall uot be competent to explain. The music has 
been composed by a very noted professor, Signior Discor- 
pita; who has produced a variety ot pieces, chiefly in the 
battle style. There is a fault in his composition, which de- 
stroys the beauty of it--the total want of harmony. To re- 
concile the inharmouious strains, and to produce that awison 
which it is necessary should exist, the above mentioned com- 
pany of performers have met together,— determined, if pos- 
sible, to eradicate the errors which have so long prevailed in 
this unmusical world. How far they may have confidence in 
their abilities to effect this grand desideratum, T know not ; 
but it is the opinion of many others, that the redundancy of 
the base (which the major portion of the performers are much 
uiclined to) will preclude the hope of such a consummation, 
A similar meeting took place about three vears since, at the 
close of a most dreadful dispute, which had been obstinately 
persisted in for a period of twenty-five years 5 during which 
tume a considerable number of the under-fildlers lost their 
lives. Wherea first-rate performer, who had travelled in va- 
rious foreign countries, and had taken a part in many fa- 
mots concerts In Spain, France, and America, with un- 
equalled success, at this meeting played his las¢ movement— 
making rests of such duration as are not authorized by any 
musical treatise whatever. Ilaving successively played some 
very grand pieces; and when amicable measures had been 
adopted, conjoined with the banishment of a certain noted 
performer, who had an unhappy knack of getting into first 
fiddle parts, to the dismay and terror of the other members 
of the orchestra ;—peace and good-fellowship seemed to be 
established ;—when, suddenly, this troublesome personage 
bolted from his retirement, where he had composed a piece 
full of rapid movements; and without attending to the 
Graces, Allegros, Moderatos, &c. bounced into the metro- 
polis of France; where he began such a devil of a da capo, 
that he astoni-hed all hearers. The chief performers from 
all parts of Europe speedily assembied, and after some un- 
availing endeavours to invent a piece in which all could play, 
Without causing further animosity; they came to a resolu- 
tion to try once more to annilulate the rascally musician 
hefore spoken of, and his system altogether. ‘They con- 
ceived him to be illegitimate; and therefore not entitled to 
handle a fiddlesiick at all; though it is gencrally supposed 
that ‘aS more a proficient in the science than themselves. 
Nay, as been rumoured, that more than one of the anta- 
conisWperformers owe their places in the Band to his favour 
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and interest. But ingratitude in these days is a virtue. Te 
this man was attached an immense number of persons, de- 
voted to his system of fiddling ; and these having met their 
opponents a few miles from Brussels, in Flanders, began a 
most tremendous prelude, in whici all the softer notes and 
chords were entirely dispensed with; the whole being a con- 
fused mass of guavering, semi quavering, and demt-semi- 
quavering, without rests or bars; and which lasted a space 
of three days, ending in the accomplishment of the wishes 
of the cambaned performers,—and the second banishment of 
the notorious and éMegitimate violin to a halfway house bes 
loncing to the Monourable East fndia Club of Fiddlers. 
There he now muses on broken strings and the loss of his 
fiddtestick ; which the conquering party agreed uuanimously 
‘to give into the hands of one old Lewis; who, it is main- 
tained, las a claim to it (by divine right, from that great 
music-master Avotie) but who has no more noton of 
Jiddling, or of mending the Addle he has become possessed 
of, than a cat knows of dancing a minuet. IT now come to 
that period which brought together the performers to deter- 
mine the different systems of musical pohey throughout 
Europe. The result of which was, that Mr. Peland, a very 
respectible professor, was ousted fiom his practice, and his 
copyright seized by Dr. Alexander Russia. Similar divisions 
of property were made, and the possessors abused and in- 
jured. Old Lewis being appointed to the Presidentship of 
the Paris Club, and a considerable number of minor per- 
formers were left and quartered in the adjacent towns, to be 
ready to assist him in enforcing the system of fiddling 
adopted at the meeting ; which the French soctety were not 
at all inclined to adopt, so habitual to them was the instruc- 
tion and practice of his predecessor. Three years have 
elapsed since that important time; and at the present cones 
cert it has been determined to withdraw the assistant tiddles, 
it being supposed that Mr. Lewis has at last succeeded in 
establishing a government similar to that acknowledged by 
the different musical companies concerned. Doubt pervades 
most minds: and all judges of concord and discord think 
that the latter will preponderate, to an alarming degree, 
whea Lewis begins to seddle for himself. 1 wow proceed to 
sketch the characters and attainments of the leading gentle- 
men of the bund, summoned to display their improvements 
in the science of political music. 

Dr. Robert Nazzelra, leader of the band at Saint Ste- 
phen's Club, Londov; First Fiddle at the present meeting, 
und Professor of Primos end Thorough Base, which part he 
will occasionally play. This great proficient bas practised 
vith immense success, for some years past; and by dint of 
retaining a numerous party of petty assistauts, called borough 


fiddles, (who are able only to come in at the close of a piece) 


has obtained and kept his distinguished situation at home, 
in spite of the superior pretensions of several other members 
of the club. His family instrument is the Aarp, remarkable 
for the melody of its tones, and the generous strains it gives 
forth, when properly played upon; fiom the soft notes of 
love and peace, to the inspiriting sounds of the most heroic 
measure, Dr. K. holds this instrument in contempe and has 


thrown it aside with the most tnsulting indifference ; once 
he undertook to re-model, or improve, if, in: some way, but 
his rough handling broke its strings, deadened its beautiful 
sounds, and it now lies in his father’s house, broken aud 
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shattered. Dr. K,. is 
(au esseutial acquisitiou in the attainment of music) and ts 
the representative of the BiG FiDDLER at C——n E1——e, 
who by some curious regulations, made by the society of 
Englisii musicians, is not allowed to Jeave the country. 

Dr, Alewander Russia 1s a performer of some merit; and 
may, with Justice be termed the most moderate aud harmo- 
nivus of the whoie company. He seems to endeavour to es- 
tablish a system, in which liberality directs him to reject the 
untueauing and ornamenial parts of compositions ; and to se- 
lect such portions only from them promiscuously, as will 
tend to the perfection of a reasonable and useful compilation. 
This person is young W the practical part of ‘the science, and 
is pot remarkabie for the choice of any particular instrument ; 
except that on one occasion he made one of .a foolish trio, 
Which performed a holy piece on the ¢riangle. This incurred 
the animadversions of several persons, at home aud abroad. 

Dr. francis Austere is chiefly remarkable for inconsistency 
and mock subtietv ; aud plays: best when he is paid best; 
he ts also tne futher of the wife of the banished professor be- 
fore aiiaded to: and with whom he once played many parts, 
until obliged to join the canse of the persecuting parly, by 
whom his fiddlestick was putin requisition, to assist in break- 
ing his son-in-law’s pate. His avarice ts of a piece with that 
of most of the assembled performers; and he was as eager to 
seize upon the divided property of the disconcerted parties, 
at the jast meeting, as any ocher. 
a large portion of the most celebrated Italian musi¢ in the 
world, He isa great man for trumpets and drums, and such 
instruments as give forth uncouth and harsh sounds, aad has 
a peculiar method of causing wooden men to play them. 

Dr. Frederic Dullman is another musician of the sume 
stainp as the fast, beth in the choice of conduct and instrit 
ments, ' 

Monsieur Richinstcad, leader of the band at Paris, plays 
tolerably well, and has very serious business on hand at the 
present meeting, relative to the return of the foreign fiddles, 
now in old Lewis’ house, to their respective homes ; and the 
expunging of the tune called the Downfall .of Paris from 
the Music Bock about to be published. 

Dr. Torres Vedras Wellesly Wellington Waterloo, a Spa- 
nish Hibernian, a most “ drduscenduntly iilustricus” theorist, 
aud a most ‘ #/lustriously . transcendant” practitioner of 
martial music; whose performances have gained him, houours, 
tilles, distinctions, snuff-boxes, patronage, praises, and ry. 
compliments without number, “Phis scientific prodigy ts So 
torious for being, of late years, the coustant aulagonist of the 
banished fiddkr BoUNINAPPI, between whom many tr 
mendous disputes have happened, not without th. 
many lives in the shape of assistant Piddors., “Pais 
grand leader of the waited musical furce 6 Gi for (idIREMSE ES- 
tablishnenis, agaist that of ove outs ; ae wWitteh, otter fércve 
days hara fii (ime, he succeeded iy vaiqutoliuag. 
to the predade pli aved near Srusseis. 

Tiere are two other nuled POP ORATS, 
whose assistance Cannot be even ai ilies oe 
obliged to take the deadiag’ part ci bowme, 
of Dr. K. and the other, for some reason, 
—iibess i be, that the ditile wee Lise purty PPUsslsyes 
would be tofaily destroyed by his becom-ug one of at. 
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remuikable for drawing a Jong bow | other professor of that part of the practical science, The 


World ts alre addy sutiiciently acquainted with his exploits ; hor 
cap Tinake it moreso. Suffice it to sev, that there is nota 
generous, a soothing, or a pensive note, in any of his compo- 
sitions; but tiat they, us weil as his performances, abound 
with strains that fill the heeieih with horror aud disgust. 

Dr. George Cunning is also a player of the therougs, 
base, in an inferior degree; though his proficiency is on 2 
par with that of Dr. K. whose syslem be once affecied to de- 
spise 3; but which he now adopts with ail bis heart. Ut is to 
be regretted that he could uot join the present meeting ; 
it would have been impolitic to have taken such an able mnas- 
ter from the affairs of the club at home; in witch T believe 
none can be found to vie with him, i a just clan to the pre. 
sideutship. I must now ¢ ‘onclude with a fev.general rema: rks, 
Those portions of the musie to be played, feat tend to tlle 
interest of the performers, will be composed in séew ine, 
With numerous resfs and da capos: whilst those iu which the 
under fiddlers, or the society at large, have avy parts, will be 
played in quick time, with semi-guaver, resis, and ro repeals ; 
‘* full of sound and fury,” and vothing inore. Single and 
double bars will form a conspicuous feature in fAiy part of 
the composition; but the whole will abound in fadse aud 
dodging notes, slurs, oe shakes (of the head, which is a 
negative shake of wouncerfal effect, as shewn in the club in 
London, when petitions from ice general body were se 
praying for areform in the system). 

Having business here, on the service of my masicr, | 
taken this opportunity of renewing my acqaamiance wan 
thee ; hearing that thou wert jntenton collect ng tufurimation 
ou the most momentous subjects. Tf thou cast spare me a 
line to say thou hast not turgotten me, i will endeavour te 
recompeise thy kindness, by further information. ‘Thon art 
acquainted with the master whom I serve, and mayest always 


calculate upon the assisiance of thy old coadjutor, 
THE GREEN GOBLIN. 


SONG, 7 


Air—‘* Is there « heart that never lov'd.? 


? 


’ 
hae 








Is there a man whose breast ne’er glow’d 
With Preedom’s hallow’d fluine, 
Whose lips’ cold accents never How'd 
Tn prises to her names 
Oloiet bin henee to Afric’s shore! 
Or Asia’s clavis': soil! 
Suamay the Gosvidess Ceten onee nore 
"Po visit briteaga’s sie. 
Oh! there's a charm in fshberty ! 
A spell of heaveciy rth, — 
Which seuls Som tieauer care 
And lift the: far from earth! 
And he whose ite's blood 
At FP: 
Moy etic in trimuph on kis foes, 
And d cui dis fate divine! 
Rerwiek Street, Get Ve, Lele. HIBERNICUS 


eedoid » glorious shrine, 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 
*Y ° ’ . ‘ . ’ ‘ 
Rece:ved.—4. S.oo anu ducependaut Tradesmen. Ml. 
Dann. JI.d. No aml A Priead co das , vo Ly é 
RP rdiate se Gane t 4 Wi i { ; \ t, j 4 ‘ ma \) ( i 
oo. rblh-street, Lishopseate 
Sold at No 4, Cat! were Street, Sireud; where all eom: 
pst. +e | 1 are beads Leste ul tw tye ATT bey : 


672. 


but 








te sets 





